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FROM: Richard Deane RE:    
Revision #1 l Zoning Review: Burlington Zoning and 
Subdivision Ordinance Adopted January 7, 2008 as Most 
Recently Amended September 1, 2010 (v.9.1.10) 

CC:       

 

Item#:Item#:Item#:Item#:    Discussion/Notes:Discussion/Notes:Discussion/Notes:Discussion/Notes:    Sect #:Sect #:Sect #:Sect #:    Ref:Ref:Ref:Ref:    

1.01 SSSSite Locations:ite Locations:ite Locations:ite Locations:    

Many of the sites previously identified and currently under consideration for the 
new transportation center use (see location diagram) are located in the Downtown Downtown Downtown Downtown 
Mixed Use DistrictMixed Use DistrictMixed Use DistrictMixed Use Districtssss    including: 

o Downtown  [D][D][D][D] 

o Downtown Transition District [DT[DT[DT[DT]]]] 

o Downtown Waterfront District [[[[DW]DW]DW]DW] 

o Battery Street Transition District [BS[BS[BS[BS----T]T]T]T] 

Additional sites have been identified in other districts including: 

o Residential – High Density District [RH[RH[RH[RH]]]] 

o Enterprise – Light Manufacturing District [E[E[E[ELM]LM]LM]LM] 

o Recreation – Greenspace District [RC[RC[RC[RCOOOO----RG]RG]RG]RG] 

4.4.1(a) Map 4.4.1-1 

1.02 ZoninZoninZoninZoning g g g Intent:Intent:Intent:Intent:    

The DowntownDowntownDowntownDowntown (D) District(D) District(D) District(D) District is the primary urban center of Burlington.  The intent is 
to support a diverse and vibrant mixture of commercial & residential development 
active and interesting streetscape for pedestrians to enhance the vitality of 
downtown area. 

The DowntDowntDowntDowntown Transition own Transition own Transition own Transition (DT(DT(DT(DT) ) ) ) DistDistDistDistrict rict rict rict is intended to provide a balance/continuity 
in character and scale of development on both sides of Main Street, Pearl Street & 
South Winooski Avenue creating greenways into Burlington’s urban core and a 
transition to nearby residential districts. 

The DDDDowntown Wowntown Wowntown Wowntown Waterfront aterfront aterfront aterfront (DW)(DW)(DW)(DW)    DistrDistrDistrDistrictictictict is intended to enhance and diversify 
commercial and residential development in the downtown waterfront area and 
increase access, utilization and enjoyment of the lakeshore by the community. 

4.4.1(a)1 Map 4.4.1-1 
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1.02 The Battery Street TBattery Street TBattery Street TBattery Street Transition ransition ransition ransition ((((BSBSBSBS----T) T) T) T) DistrictDistrictDistrictDistrict    is intended to provide a balance/ 
continuity in character and scale of development on both sides Battery Street and 
provide a transition between the Downtown Waterfront and nearby residential 
districts. 

The Residential Residential Residential Residential High DensityHigh DensityHigh DensityHigh Density (R (R (R (R    H) H) H) H) DistrictDistrictDistrictDistrict is intended primarily for high density 
attached multi-family residential development with high lot coverage, large and 
closely spaced buildings 

The EnterpriseEnterpriseEnterpriseEnterprise    –––– Light  Light  Light  Light ManufactManufactManufactManufacturing (Euring (Euring (Euring (E----LMLMLMLM))))    DistrictDistrictDistrictDistrict is the primary commercial/ 
industrial center of Burlington, and is intended to accommodate varying business 
enterprises without potential conflicts from interspersed residential uses.    

  

1.03 Permitted and Conditional UsesPermitted and Conditional UsesPermitted and Conditional UsesPermitted and Conditional Uses:::: The Use Table in Appendix A records allowed uses 
within the various identified districts.[YYYY=Permitted Use, CCCCUUUU=Conditional Use, 
NNNN=Not Permitted].  For a transportation center use: 

o Downtown District [D] Y 

o Downtown Transition District [DT] CU 

o Downtown Waterfront District [DW] Y 

o Battery Street Transition District [BS-T] CU 

o Residential – High Density District [RH] N 

o Enterprise – Light Manufacturing District [ELM] Y  

o Recreation – Greenspace District [RCO-RG] N 

4.1.1(c) Appendix A – 
Use Table 

1.04 Dimensional Standards & Intensity Dimensional Standards & Intensity Dimensional Standards & Intensity Dimensional Standards & Intensity l Downtown (D) DistrictDowntown (D) DistrictDowntown (D) DistrictDowntown (D) District: The established standards 
for the size/scale of development and the intensity of development for the Downtown 
District are noted below.  Bonuses in scale/size and development intensity are 
available if the additional specific criteria are met. 

• Max. Intensity: 5.5 FAR (floor area ratio) [8.5 with bonus] 

• Max. Lot Coverage: 100% 

• Building Setbacks: Front: Greater of 0’ or 12’ from curb [Note: #5] 
  Side: 0’ [Notes #: 2] 
  Rear: 0’ [Notes #: 2] 

• Height: Min: 30’ [Note #: 3] 
  Max: 65’ [Note #: 3] 

• Notes: #2 Minimum 12’ side or rear setback required where property 
abuts a residential district [Not Applicable] 

 #5 All structures shall be setback 12-feet from the curb on a 
public street except as otherwise allowed by the DRB along 
the following streets: …both sides of Pine Street between 
Cherry and Pearl Streets. 

Dimensional standards for the other zoning districts where possible sites for the 
transportation center have been identified are recorded in the attached Permitted 
Uses, Dimensional Standards & Development Intensity summary sheet. 

4.4.1 (b) Table 4.4.1-1 
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1.05 WaWaWaWaterfront Coterfront Coterfront Coterfront Core re re re  l  V l  V l  V l  Visual Corridor Requisual Corridor Requisual Corridor Requisual Corridor Requirementsirementsirementsirements: Development at most of the 
Downtown [D] district sites needs to address requirements for visual corridors and/or 
pedestrian ways sixty (60) feet in width specifically along the center lines of Bank, 
Cherry, Pearl and Sherman Street extended west to Lake Champlain 

4.2.2(d) Map 4.2.2-1 

1.06 Overlay DOverlay DOverlay DOverlay Districtsistrictsistrictsistricts::::    All of the proposed sites are located within the Design Review Design Review Design Review Design Review 
Overlay District Overlay District Overlay District Overlay District as defined by Map 4.5.1-1 and specifically addressed in 
4.5.1(b)(1)A&B. No substantive development or change is allowed on these sites 
without Design Review and approval under the provisions of Article 3, Part 4 and 
Article 6 of the zoning regulations.    

4.3.2 Map 4.5.1-1 

1.07 Use Use Use Use Restrictions:Restrictions:Restrictions:Restrictions:    

DownDownDownDowntown Mixed Use Dtown Mixed Use Dtown Mixed Use Dtown Mixed Use Districtsistrictsistrictsistricts    [D] [DT] [DW] [BS-T] 

A. Ground Floor Residential Use is not permitted in Downtown (D) and 
Downtown Transitional (DT) fronting on Pearl Street [Not Applicable for this 
project] 

B. At least 50% of the gross floor area must be occupied by non-residential use 
and no more than 50% of the gross floor area may be occupied by 
residential use. 

4.1.1(d)1  

1.08 Building Height SetbacksBuilding Height SetbacksBuilding Height SetbacksBuilding Height Setbacks    

Downtown Downtown Downtown Downtown Mixed Use DMixed Use DMixed Use DMixed Use Districts istricts istricts istricts [D] [DT] [DW] [BS-T]    

A. Principal View CorridorsPrincipal View CorridorsPrincipal View CorridorsPrincipal View Corridors: Building heights and forms shall respect the 
principal view corridors, defined as the rights-of-way of Pearl, Cherry, 
College and Main Streets and preserve or enhance views to the lake and 
mountains. 

• New buildings abutting Cherry Street shall be stepped back above the 
fifth (5th) story or 55 feet, a distance equal to one-fourth (1/4th) the width 
of the abutting right(s) –of-way from the property line. 

• In no case shall upper stories be setback more than forty (40) feet from 
the front property line. 

• Where a principal building with no setback abuts a side lot line, no 
setback shall be required up to the height of the abutting building. 

B. Side Street BuSide Street BuSide Street BuSide Street Buiiiilding Heightslding Heightslding Heightslding Heights: Maximum height of any building fronting on 
both sides of South Champlain, St Paul Street and Pine Street shall be limited 
to 65 feet inclusive of available height bonuses within 8t feet of the public 
right-of-way. 

4.1.1(d)4A 
& C 

Figure 4.4.1-1 
& 4.4.1-3 

       

END OF DOCUMENT 
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